SELAH-GRAM

Greetings!

Thanks for opening this weeks SelahGram. Karyn and | pray it
fuels your resolve to worship in the face of any adversity.

Selah--please pause and ponder.

Our Required First Response

A few years ago, | had the marvelous privilege of
ministering on Ps.91 for several daysin the northern
== Ukrainian village of Prypiat, which was constructed

B virtually overnight immediately after the Chernobyl
nuclear disaster, 24 miles away. Prypiat now houses the
remaining 30% of the population that surrounded the
Chernobyl facility. While there, | visited several timesthe
memorial that was erected commemorating the lives of the valiant 17 man
"first response” team. While facing death, each remained courageously at his
post and died trying to manage the breach.

God has established an expected and required first response for you and me as
believers and worshipers. Though it often requires the same valor, Hisfirst
response insures a far different conclusion than the above example. In Psalm 5,
David beautifully illustrates this courageous and vital attitude. Preceded by
vss. about enemies, destruction, wickedness and while submerged in the
struggle, David'svs.11 declaration becomes our first- response mandate!

However great the challenge, "...let all those who take refuge and put their
trust in You rejoice; let them ever sing and shout for joy, because You make a
covering over them and defend them; let those also who love Your name be
joyful in You and be in high spirits. 12 For You, Lord, will bless the
[uncompromisingly] righteous [himwho is upright and in right standing with
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Supporting Thoughts

Hab 3:17 AMP Though
the fig tree does not
blossom and there is no
fruit on the vines,
[though] the product of
the olive fails and the
fields yield no food,
though the flock is cut
off from the fold and
there are no cattle in the
stalls, 18 Yet 1 will
rejoice in the Lord; |
will exult in the
[victorious] God of my
salvation! [Rom. 8:37.]
19 The Lord God is my
Strength, my personal
bravery, and my
invincible army; He
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You]; aswith a shield You will surround himwith goodwill (pleasure and makes my feet like

favor). AMP hinds' feet and will make
me to walk [not to stand

Note that the rejoicing is not situational-it's not postponed when challenged. still in terror, but to

Let all who trust: rejoice and shout for joy asif therejoicing is the true walk] and make

[spiritual] progress upon
my high places...

evidence of the trust.

P i HIS P , i
ursuing resence The magnitude of my

rejoicing in the midst
of my struggle will be
a precise indicator of

m the level of my trust.
Selah!
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