SELAH-GRAM

Greetings!

Thanks for clicking on. Karyn and | pray this Selahgram stirs
your appetite for Father's presence!

Selah! Please pause and ponder.

God is Sovereign vs. Resist Steadfastly/Pt.1

1Pe.5:8 NKJV Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil walks about like a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.9
Resist him, steadfast in the faith...

B We are commanded in Eph.6 to put on the whole armor
of God. ...This denotes awillful choice and action. But
why armor? Why a shield and sword? We are given all the authority and might
of the Name of Jesus (Mk.16:17,18). Why? Authority for and over what?

God s Word is called the Sword of the Spirit. For what purpose?

As painfully sensitive as this discussion can be, | believeit isvital. Each of us
to one extent or another has faced agonizing moments in the struggle that life
can sometimes be (and | certainly don’t minimize those times). Thereis,
however, great danger in my immediately attributing every struggle to God’s
sovereign plan and thus releasing myself from related responsibility.

A couple evenings ago watching TV, Karyn and | listened to the powerful
ministry of ayoung lady who spoke with arefreshingly compelling passion for
the Lord. Amidst her thoughts though, she briefly recounted the heartrending
dilemma (similarly faced by many others) of afriend’s painfully tragic loss of
her 2 month old baby—having struggled for years to conceive. She spoke of
becoming resigned to Gods sovereignty and to providence as the only bearable
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Eph 6:11 AMP Put on God's
whole armor [the armor of a
heavy-armed soldier which God
supplies], that you may be able
successfully to stand up against
[all] the strategies and the
deceits of the devil. 12 For we
are not wrestling with flesh and
blood [contending only with
physical opponents], but against
the despotisms, against the
powers, against [the master
spirits who are] the world rulers
of this present darkness,
against the spirit forces of
wickedness in the heavenly
(supernatural) sphere. 13
Therefore put on God's
complete armor, that you may
be able to resist and stand your
ground on the evil day [of
danger], and, having done all
[the crisis demands], to stand

[firmly in your place].

Eph 6:11 MSG So take
everything the Master has set
out for you, well-made weapons
of the best materials. And put
them to use so you will be able
to stand up to everything the
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answer to their inevitable “why” questions.

| refer to this event cautiously and only generally, in no way meaning to
specifically address its issues and admittedly knowing nothing of its details. |
do not, however, believethe“ God is sovereign” discussion can be
complete unless accompanied by recognition of my own degr ee of
responsibility. We know we have a spiritual enemy whose sole mission and
job-description isto steal, kill, destroy (Jn.10:10) and devour (1Pe.5:8) while
Jesus came that we may have abundant life.

God has provided spiritual “armor” to shield you and me from a deadly
adversary and | fear we often fall short of the promise and provision. With that
provision, came the command to put on that armor. There must be a process of
willful application. Though I’ ve been given a shield of faith—"above all,
taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked one,” (Eph.6:16 NKJV) | must raise, | must employ that
shield. It remains my responsibility to be vigilant, focused and to steadfastly
resist!
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Devil throws your way. 12 This
is no afternoon athletic contest
that we'll walk away from and
forget about in a couple of
hours. This is for keeps, a life-
or-death fight to the finish
against the Devil and all his
angels. 13 Be prepared. You're
up against far more than you
can handle on your own. Take
all the help you can get, every
weapon God has issued, so that
when it's all over but the
shouting you'll still be on your

feet.

Next Selahgram: Pt.2
Uncertainty in this area
leads to a significant
dilemma. If the life
challenge is from God,
the last thing we want to
do is resist. But if the
challenge is indeed an
attack by our adversary,
submitting can have
grave consequence.
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