M I N I S T R I E S

SELAH-GRAM

Greetings!

Thanks for clicking on. Karyn and | pray your desire for God's
presence is fueled by this weeks Selahgram.

Selah! Please pause and ponder.

Praise: The First Evidence of Faith

Ezra 3:10 NI'V,When
the builderslaid the

“ foundation of the
temple of the LORD, the priests ... with trumpets, and the
Levites... with cymbals, took their placesto praisethe LORD... 11
With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD... And all
the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the
foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.

Amazingly, the process was barely started but they were rejoicing and praising
asif al was fully completed. They apparently were so confident of the
conclusion, they needed no further evidence! ...And saw no need to delay
their praise until their victory actually manifested.

12 But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen
the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of thistemple
being laid, while many others shouted for joy.13 No one could distinguish the
sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the people made
so much noise. And the sound was heard far away.

Expectation, anticipation and hope. So often our praise is the first evidence of
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Ezra 3:11-13 MSG

11 ...All the people
boomed out hurrahs,
praising GOD as the
foundation of The
Temple of GOD was laid.

12 As many were noisily
shouting with joy, many
of the older priests,
Levites, and family heads
who had seen the first
Temple, when they saw
the foundations of this
Temple laid, wept loudly
for joy.

13 People couldn't
distinguish the shouting
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our FAITH! Ezra 3 beautifully illustrates a demonstrated confidence that 'He
who began this good work will doubtlessly completeit!

Faith seesthe end ... at the beginning (confidently envisioning the victory).
Praise and thanksgiving are the natural evidence of that faith and trust.
Selah!

Pursuing HIS Presence,
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from the weeping. The
sound of their voices
reverberated for miles
around.

Praise is indeed the
outward manifestation of
the inward trust! The
level at which | praise
the Lord in the midst of
the process or struggle is
an exact indicator of
just how much | truly
trust Him and expect
to triumph!
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